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"In order that leprosy may be dealt with successfully en a comprehensive scale, 
and before any large proportion of early cases will come volunterily for examie- 
nation, there must be a change in the attitude of the public toward the disease. ° 
Any scheme for the control of leprosy will depend for its success on an educat- 


ed public opinion." 
Recommendation of world vonference on Leprosy, Csiro,Egypt, March 1938. 


FACTS THAT YOU SEOULD KNOW ABOUT FRANSEN's: DISEASE 


The transmission of mansen'ts Disease being 
still unsolved, the medical world classes 
it as "feebly communicable". 


The Leprosarium at Carville was founded 
forty-cight years ago. To date, not 4 sin- 
gle member of the personnel has contracted 
the disease, nor has a case developed in 

the adjacent neighborhood, 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precau- 
tions, not comparable with those they would 
take in dealing with diphtheria, typhoid and 
other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they 
required to take any special drecautions. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, is sterilized befors leaving the hospital. 
THE STAR, rolled as we send it to you, requires 147 postage, when sealed in 
a large envelop: it requires 9¢ postage. Mail it to a friend when yeu have 
finished reading it. Help us to "radiate the light of truth on Hansen's Dis- 

eases 
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RED CROSS CARNIVAL GOZS OVER TEE TOP 


In the language of the theater the 
Red Cross Carnival, sponsored by the 
Patients’ Federation,on Sunday,March 7 
was a “"gmash hit", From the time the 
doors opened at 12:30 noon until 10 in 
the evening, patients surged into the 
spacious ballroom of the recreation 
building which had been transformed by 
concessions, booths and bunting into a 
colorful carnival midway. 

The receipts totaled $529.04. After 
deducting expenses of $72.26, the sum 
of $456.78 was realized and this amount 
will be given’as the patients’ contri - 
bution to the American Red Cross, It 
is planned to send $256.78 through the 
local Red Cross Chapter as our donation 
to the Red Cross War Chest Drive now 
in progress and $200.00 will go for 
Ditty Bags to be given our boys at the 
point of embarkation for foreign ser - 
vice. These bags will be packed for us 
by the St. Charles Parish Unit under 
the direction of our good friend Mrs. 
L.L.McCormick of Destrehan,Louisiana. 

Everyone had a good time and seemed 
to enjoy doing their part for sucha 
great humanitarian cause. Bingo, as 
usual,led in popul=rity;however,Chuck- 
a-Luck and Linchi-linchi were top money 
getters. Fun and funds were also pro- 
oo vided by the Milky Way, Remember Pearl 
a Harbor, the Fishpond, and raffles and 
auctions. 

Special thanks go ts: the ladies of 
the personnel Red Cross Unit who, un- 
der the gracious chairmanship of Mrs. 
GeiieFaget, sent over 26 delicious 
homemade cakes which were auctioned 
and reffled, bringing in more than 
$65.00. 

With so many willing workers, ener- 
getic young peopls, and each one a 
necessary cog in the machinery’ that 
made the affair click in such a big way, 
it is difficult to single anyone out for 
credit, all concerned are due equal 


praise, but we must give an extra pat 
on the back to Harry Martin for his 
splendid leadership. 

Help us to "radiate the light of 


truth on Hansen's Disease" by passing 
the Star to a friend to read. 


played on the table where 
were sold this month? Hank made it to 


BOMB THE AXIS 
WITH 
WAR STAMPS AND BONDS 


Did you see the bomb that was dis- 
War Stamps 


attract your attention,and more impor- 
tant your money in this monthly drive. 
We can send many of these bombs, loaded 
and addressed to the Axis with our con- 
sistent purchases of stamps and bonds. 

You buy them and Uncle Sam will see 
that they are losded and delivered to 
Berlin and Tokio. . 

In February you bought $210.00 worth 
of stamps. In March $230.00. It is to 
be hoped that we won't fall under the 
$200.00 mark any month this year. 


CARVILLE REC&IVES CITATION 
FROM TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


When Caterino Hernandez 
sum of money to the Treasury Depart- 
ment as 4a donation, he had no idea of 
getting more than a formal acknowlege- 
ment.The special citation which he has 
received in recognition of his patriot- 
ism on the home front has pleased him 
very much and his fellow patients ere 
justly proud of hin. 

Caterino, who is a native of Mexico, 
came to the United States in 1924 and 


sent a tidy 


has been a patient in this hospital 
for nine years. He expl:ins his dona- 
tion by saying, "I did not buy War 


Stamps and Bonds because I have no fam 
ily so Il gave my money to this country 
to show, in a small way, my deep ap- 
precistion for what it has done and is 
doing for me." 

Caterino is one of two partners in a 
tiny cleaning and pressing shop, oper- 
ated for the patients,and he is study- 
ing English at our Night School,spon - 
sored by the Louisiana Department, 
American Legion Auxiliary. 
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FEBRUARY STAR "TOO HOT” 
Burned in Sterilizer 


A number of copies of the February 
Star, wrapped, addressed and stamped: 
were accidently burned in the sterili- 
zation process given them before mail - 
ing. Some copies were so badly damaged 
that they were replaced, the addresses 
being visible. Many seemed to be 
scorched only on the ends and, as it 
wis thought this would not interfere 
with the reading matter,they were sent 
on their way. It has’ now been brought 
to our attention that some of the pa- 
pers, when received,crumpled into bits 
and were not ‘readable. ‘Accidents will 
happen, not only in the best regulated 
families, but even in a hospital lab- 
oratory. We regret this one as we 
think our February issue was one of 
our best, and we were particularly ea- 
ger to get the message of the editori- 
al referring to unsatisfactory climat- 
ic conditions in Carville to our 
friends and subscribérs. 

If you did not receive your February 
Star or if it reached you in a damaged 
sondition we will appreciate it if you 
will let us know and give us the op- 
portunity to send you another copy. 


READERS DIGEST ON RECORDS 


The Talking Book edition of the 
Reader&S Digest, published on 11 dou- 
blefaced phonograph records, an exact 
reproduction of the ink-print edition 
with the exception of the book supvle- 
ment, is now available for the blind 
patients of this hospital and also 
for those whose eyesight is impaired. 
The January and February numbers are 
in the Library and the current edi- 
tion is received here the first week 
of each month. 

We have four Talking Machfnes, plac- 
ed in suitable locations, where the 
Reader$S Digest and also other Talk - 
ing Books may be played and enjoyed. 

Talking Books are furnished by the 
American Foundation for the Blind. 
The Readers Digest has been sent us 
on request through the cooperation 
of Dr. Faget and Mr. David J. Gleascn. 
The splendid Talking Digest is a 
source of information, instruction 


and entertainment. 
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STAFF WRITER FOR ESQUIRE VISITS HERE 


Iles Bredy of Chicago, Ill., staff 
writer for the swanky Esquire Magazine, 
was in Carville on Tuesday,February 23, 
gathering material for an article about 
this hospital,planned for early publi- 
catien. Through the courtesy of Dr. 
Faget the editors of The Star were 
given the opportunity to meet Mr.Brody 
and to discuss with him his pronased 
article. The Chicago journalist seemed 
particularly interested in the war as 
it has affected the lives of the pa- 
tients in this institution and in our 


small contribution by War Stamp and 
Bend purchases, drives and ether ac- 
tivities. 

In addition to contributing féature- 


articles to Esquire Mr. Brody, a Hun- 
garian and internationally known geur- 
met, has a menthly department for that 
magazine titled "Edibles - Man the Kit- 
chen". He knows, not only "what's 
ceoking", but how to cook it and on , 
his teur of the hespital,escorted by 
Dr, Faget, he stepped in the kitchen , 
chatted with Chef Clayton, and we hear, é 
tasted of the dinner then in prepara + 
tion. (What his verdict was we'll prob- 
ably never know. ) 
Mr. Brody lunched at the home of Dr. 
and. Faget. 


OUR COVER 

Reproduced from the New York Times 

It depicts the organization as a 
mother ministering to the needs of the 
members of the United States armed 
forces and victims of war. Lawrence 
Wilbor was the artist and Eslen Mueller 
the model. 


THE PAINTINGS 


Here they are -- or soon will be. Dr. 
Faget advises us that he has been not- 
ified that the 200 water colors beught 
for this hospital by the Carnegie 
Foundatien and the U. S. Public Build- 
ings Administration were shipped by 
express on February 15 and will prob- 
ably arrive any day new. On arrival 
the paintings will be displayed in the 
Administratien Building and then in 
the Ballroom of the patients’ recrea- 
tion hall prior to being hung in per - 
manent locations througheut the vari - 
eus hospital buildings. 
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WEaT THE PATIENT SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
HANSEN'S DISEASE 


This is the eighth in a series of ar- 
ticles written for THE STAR by Dr.G.H. 
Faget, Medical Officer in Charge. 


VIII 
SPECIAL MEDICATIONS 
Innumerable remedies have been 


brought forth against Hansen's disease. 
Only a few have survived the test of 
time, the most notable of which is 
chaulmoogra oil. Chaulmoogra oil is 
really a mixture of chaulmoogra,hydno- 
carpus and other oils which are ex- 
tracted from the nut of certszin trop- 
ical trees of the hydnocarpus family. 
Their medicinal properties were recog- 
nized in the distent past in India and 
Burma. In modern times favorable re- 
sults from their use in Hansen's dis- 
ease have been reported in various 
parts of the World. 


Just how chaulmoogra oil acts in 


this disease is not entirely knowne 
Some authorities believe that it 
exerts a direct deleterious effect 


upon Asnsents bacillus. UVthers think 
that it has a stimul ting effect uo - 
on defensive forces 
against the disease. Certain it is 
that few physicians who treat Hensen's 
disease would went to be without it. 

There are several ways of adminis- 
tering chaulmoogra oil.It cen be given 
by injection into the muscles or be~ 
neath the skin, by local applications, 
by inunctions, and finally it can be 
taken by mouth. The two chief methods 
are by the injection of special prep - 
arations of the oil into the muscles 
twice a week and by taking the crude 
oil in capsules by mouth three times a 
day. Some patients tolerate the romedy 
best by the needle route whils others 
can take large quantities of the crude 
eil by mouth. If the latter method up- 
sets the gistro-intestinal function it 
is well to discontinue the treatment 
temporarily and resume it later in 
smaller doses. Experience shows that 
patients who tolerates chaulmoogra oil 
well will generally improve. But it is 
a slowly ecting remedy and do not ex- 
pect it to work wnders in your case 
in a short time. Only those who per- 
sist in the course of treatment for 
months or years can expect much bene- 
fit. 


Within the last three decades vari- 
ous refined products,vhich appeer to 
have useful medicinal properties, have 


been isolated from crude chaulmoogra 
oil. The esters of hydnocarpiec and 
Chaulmoogric acids are the best of 


these active principles. They are gen~ 
erally administered by injection once 
er twice a week. It appears that some 
patients do better on these esters 
while others react more favorably to 
the plain chaulmoogra oil.But the mat- 
ter of individual tolerance, the meth- 
od of administration, the product to 
be used and the amount should be left 
to medical judgment in each particular 
case. It is better to follow your doc- 
tor's advice than to take treatment 
according to your own desires. 

Every petient should know that at 
times acute reactions occur during the 
chaulmoogra oil treatments, as they do 
with other special treatments. Such 
reactions produce attacks of chilis 
and fever, muscular aches and nerve 
pains accompanied by eruptions of 'tu- 
bercles’ or fred inflamed skin areas’, 
These acute reactions may be looked 
upon as the body's response to the 
toxic products liberated by the kill- 
ing and breaking down of the leprosy 
bacilli by the special remedy. Unless 
too severe or too frequently repeated, 
they are good omens and after they 
subside often leave tie patient in 
better condition than before. Severe 
acute reactions are an indication to 
temporarily discontinue treatment un- 
til the patient has comvletely recov - 
ered from their debilitating effect. 

Since chsulmoogra oil and its deriv- 
atibes are such slowly acting remedies 
we must continue our search for newer 
and faster acting medicines. Although 
most of these recommended from time to 
etime have proved disappointing fail~ 
ures, after fair clinical trials, we 
should not abandon hope that some day 
eur effort will be rewarded with a 
real specific. 

Recently new chemical products of 
the sulfonamide class have been used 
successfully in the treatment of many 
infectious diseases. Some sulfo-drugs 
are effective in certain germ infec- 
tions, while others are more efficient 
in other germ diseases. All of the new 
sulfo-derivatives are being tried in 

(continued on page 4) 
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What the Patient Should Know 
(Continued) 
Hansen's disease, some with more 
couraging results than others. 

The two sulfo-chemicals which at 
present seem most promising are called 
‘promine'and'internal antiseptic 307°. 
It is as yet too early to determine 
whether they have any specific actio 
against Hansen's bacillus. While some 
patients on this treatment report im- 
provement in their general condition, 
sain in weight, increased appetite and 
the healing of certain complications, 
these cannot be considered as scientif 
ic evidence of a specific action. Un- 
til it is possible to demonstrate ob- 
jective improvement such as disapoear- 
ance of bacilli from the lesions or 
favorable changes in the tissues path- 
ology of the disease, we cannot speak 
of a specific agent. Objective changes 
take time to develop and it will take 
@ long period before definite conclu- 
sions can be drawn. Sulfathiazole and 
other sulfo-chemicals, either by in- 
jection or local application,have been 
found very efficacious in the treat- 
ment of ulcerations and other complice 
tions. 

While on the subject of drugs another 
note of warning to the patient against 
self-medication scems indicated. From 
time to time a patient will read of 
some advertised ‘sure cure’. He should 
realize they are fallacious and may be 
definitely detrimental. For example,it 
has long bezn known to the medical 
profession that iodides are particula 
ly poisonous for persons with Hansen's 
disease. It is not unusual for iodides 
to cause a quiescent or stationary 
disease to advance by leaps and bounds, 
Many advertised remedies contain io- 
dides and their use may ruina pa- 
tient's chances of arresting the dis- 
ease. There are other drugs also which 
are contraindicated in leprosy. When- 
ever a patient resorts to self-medica- 
tion heis taking a big chance with 
his life, 

Certain patent medicines have, after 
thorough investigation, been found to 
contain ingredients injurious to your 
health. Avoid using patent medicines 
without consulting a physician. You 
cannot always rely upon the printed 


en=- 


matter on a patent medicine. The Food 

and Drug Administration has found that 
several of them make claims in or on 
the package which ars fraudulent and 


violate the Pure Food and Drug Act.Pa- 
tients are advissd not to sezk releif 
with patent medicines but to see their 
doctor whenever they are in need of 
medication. Play safe and you won't be 


MEDICAL EDUCATORS VISIT THIS HOSPITAL 


A group of distinguished educators 
from various medical universities 
throughout the United States and Can- 
ada began classes inthe study of 
tropical medicine at Tulane University 
of Louisiana, School of Medicine, New 
Orleans, on January 4,1943. As a part 
of their course Dr. Faget and Dr. Ec- 
cles went to Tulane Medical College 
to lecture and to give pathological 
demonstrations on Hansen's disease, 
For fianl instructions,the class came 
to Carville on February 24 for clini- 
cal demonstrations by Dr. Hopkins. 

The visiting educators included: 
Dr. Gilbert D.Curtis, College of Medi- 
cal Evangelist, Los Angeles; Dr. Morin 
Tager,Yale University,New Haven,Conn,.; 
Dr. Wm.F.Catt, Emory University,Atlan- 
ta,Ga.; Dr. Carroll L.eBirch, Universi- 
ty of Illinois,Chicazo; James A.Kenne- 
dy, Ph.D., University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor; Dr. Wm.J.Pyl<r,Columbia Univer- 
sity, College of physicians and Sur- 
geons, New York; Dr. Roger D. Baker, 
Duke University,Durham,North Cafolina; 
Dr. Arnold G.Weduns,University of Cin- 
cinnati; Dr. Matthew C.Riddle, Univer- 
sity of Oregon,Portland; Dr. Hunter S. 
Cook, Hahnemann Medical College and 
Hospital of Philadelphia;Dr.Eleanor 
Valentine, Women's Medical College of 
Pennsylvania,Philadelphia; Dr. Francis 
D. Smith, University of Virgintia,Char- 
lottesville; Dr. Gerald R.Collyer,Uni-, 
versity of Western Ontario, London, 
Canada; Dr. James Z. Davis, University 
of Utah, Salt Lake City; eslie G. 
Saunders, Ph.D., University of Saskat- 
chewan, Saskatoon, Canada; Dr.Lloyd F. 
Florio, University: of Colorado,Denver; 
Lois ©. Sillick, Ph.eDe, Wake Forest 
College,Winston-Salem, North Carolinas 

(Continued on P 7) 
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A NEW APPROACH TO AN OLD PLAGUE 


By Emory Ross 
_ Editor's Note:--0n request of The 
otar, Dr. Ross sent us his fine article 


wkich originally was published in The 
Survey-Graphic ‘Magazine. 
Dr. Ross is General Secretary of For- 


sien Missions Conference of North Amer- 
ca and a member of the board of direc- 


tors of The American ‘Mission to Levers. 

Dr. Ross, assures us of his earnest 
desire to aid in every ‘way the world 
struggle against leprosy and writes: 
"Deeply ado I sympathize with the point 
of view expressed in THE STAR, that 
the word ‘leper’ shouli not be used in 
defeatist and exargsrated ways, but 
there does seem to be genuine difficul- 
ties in abolishing, in a relotively 
short timc, the use ‘of the word com- 
oletely." 

We are pleased to present this arti- 
cle to our réaders. Because of our space 


limitations it could not be printed in 
its entirety. 

"Don't telephone me during office 
hours,” said the doctor to an inquisi- 


tive journalist. "If it saovuld leak 
out that I was recsiving leprosy pa- 
tisnts. in this offics, I could say 
good-bye to my nractice." 

Boarding s Fifth «Avenue bus, the 
young msn began to wonder why an aemi- 


nent specialist in skin diseases found 
it necessary to treat one class of p:- 
tisnts with such secrecy. For he knew 


that leprosy is not highly contasious; 


that, if caught at an carly stage, its 
symptoms may be perman_ntly arrested; 
that it is, in fact, as “curable” as 
tuberculosis. 

But the fact is that the American 
oublic, educated with regard to the 
Other great world scourges, still re- 
tains a superstitious abhorrence 


of the least infectious of them all. 

The Fourth International Leprosy Con- 
ercss in 1938, to which twelve dale- 
gates appointed by Secretary of State 
CordsIl hull went from the United 
leprosy into the news. 


to those 


States, brought 
It drought 


most concerned 


the hop: that an informed public opin- 
ion, liberated from traditional pre- 
judices, may srise to support the 
campaign against this world-encir- 
cling plague. Organized by the Inter- 
nation=1 Leprosy Assozistion, this 
conference of scientists sand others 
interested in the problem, represent- 
inz forty-five diffsrent countries, 
gave sexpert study to the clussifica- 


tion, treatment and control of the 
diséase. 

tet us return to the doctor's of- 
fice. The hushed warning, which closed 


en unsatisfactory interview, only half 
tells the story. The inquisitive jour- 
nalist telephoned that evening. He 
was given the name of the only centle- 


man in New York authorized to t¢ll 
the truth about the city's Ilsprosy 


sufferers, 

Full of questions, hs went next day 
to the’ doctor in charge of leprosy at 
thé Dénartment of Public Health. 

"Public opinion,” said the 
"regarding leprosy is about 
was in the Middle Ages. It m3y prove 
dangerous to awaken popular préju- 
dices and arouse fear by broadcasting 
the facts." 


doctor, 
where it 


The unseasational facts, which fi- 
dally broke through the doctor's nat- 
ural professional reticence, ere as 
follows: 

In New York City twenty-three men, 


six women and a boy of seventeen, all 


of whom contracted leprosy in some 
other locality, are free to lead nor- 
mal lives except for periodic check- 
ups by the Department of Health. four- 
teen of the men and all of the women 
are marrisd. One of the women works 


as a dressmiksr; the seventeen-year 

old ‘boy has a job; and the men follow 
all sorts of callings -- clerking, cle- 
vator opzrating, mechanics. One is a 
musici#n, another a broker. None of 
them is allowed to work in a place 
where food is handled. Each reports 
to the Department of Health, ana 
should there bs any indication that 
the condition is becoming worse, he 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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New Approach to an Old Plague 
(Continued) 
would be sent to the Federal Hospital 
at Carville, Louisiana. 
It is perhaps not surprising that 


the foregoinse facts should bring the 
uneasy inquiry, "If I satin 2 streots 


car or a subway next tc4 leprosy vic- 
tim, would I catch his disease?" 
There is no case on record of lepro- 
Sy ever having been acquired.in New 
York City. 
THE MYSTERY OF INFECTION 
Although medical science has not yet 
discovered exactly how and under what 
conditions leprosy is communicated, 
many laymen have their own decided no- 
tions. An old wives' tale still cirecu- 
lating around the suburbs of New York 
embodies one commonly accepted belief, 
The story is generally about the fian- 
cee of a friend of a friend of the 
Speaker. The lovely young girl went to 
an amusement park with the young man 
to whom she was engaged. Among other 
death-teasing adventures they slid 
down a precarious shoot-the-shoot. The 
girl scratched her wrist on the rail- 
ing at the bottom, The boy chivalrous- 
ly tied up the abrasion in a clean 
white handkerchief, and they thought 
nothing more of it that day. A few 
weeks later the young zirl had leprosy 
How did she eet it? Her frantic pa- 
rents traced every possible clue and 
finally discovered thatthe young man's 
handkerchief had been washed in a 
Chinese laundry where a leper was em- 
ployed. 
The 
parent upon its face, 
arree 


absurdity of this story is ap- 


Scientists now 

that leprosy is contagious only 

by dirset ind prolonced cont ct in the 

"open" stage of the disease. The myco- 
bacterium lepres, isolated in 1874 by 

the Norwegian scientist, Hansen, does 

not produce sudden or immediite symp- 

toms in the host. It may be contracted 

twenty years before climatic conditions, 
weakening diseases or unbalanecd diet 

eive it an opportunity to develop. 

One unfortunate superstition in re- 
gard to the contagion of leprosy,wide- 
spread throughout tropical countriss, 
is that it is usually acquired by 
venereal infection. 


This idea, obviously false, may 
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arise from the fact that a few of the 
symptoms of leprosy are similar to 
those of syphilis. Leprosy, however, 


has no relation tatho diseases 


and is. not congenitilly communicable 
Leprous mothers bear children free 

from the disease and even can nurse 

their babies without infecting theme 

Leprosy is not hereditary, but its 
etiology and its specific mode of in- 
fection aré still problems which baf- 
fle scisntists. Leprosy ecognizes 
no geograohical boundaries; it sdmits 
also no class distinctions. 

The tragic case of 5enator 0.G.Wil- 
let demonstrates how this disease may 
nermeate all classes.A soldier in the 
Spanish-American war, Mr. Jillet con~ 
tracted leprosy while s:rving in the 
Philippine Islands. For thirty years, 
after the doctors studying his stead- 
ily declining heslth pronounced the 
verdict, leprosy, he lived in an_ is- 
olated cottage far up in the Xocky 
Mountains of Montana. His wife, who 
alone among his friends and former 
associat-s stayed by him until his 
death, did not contract the disease, 

Raymond P.Currier, for ten years an 
eduestional missionary in Burma,tells 
from his personal knowledge the story 
of a cultur:d young Burmese girl 
which suggests the new attitude with 
which leprosy should be regarded. 

Moa Eh Tin (which translated would 
be Miss Cool and Lovely) held in her 
slender brown hands 2]1 the things 2 
eirl of twenty-two lives for. She had 
braias, popularity, a promising 
reer. She hed love.She had been pick- 
ead from the senior class of a Burmese 
Christian College to teach in a ereat 
hich school of a thousand sirls. She 
was enguged to an equally briliiant 
and interesting young man in 
class who was to go to London 
doctor's degree 2nd return to 
in his own college. 

Three years passed, and on the ris- 
ing course of her career, Ma Eh Tin 
was found to have leprosy. 

"That girl is done for. It is all 
over for her," we hastily agree. But 
such was not the case. Four years 
from the dsy when Ma €h Tis stood av 


(@ontinuecd on page 7 } 
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A new wpproach to an Old Plague 
(continued ) 
the hospital door with her life broken 
in her hands, she was sent back to her 
girls, symptom-free, blood-test clear, 
with a certificate from the government 
laboratory in her possession. She has 
married her fiance. He is now dean cf 
their college. She is somewhere’ in 
that white shining school, today, in 
some classroom, or study, or lounge, or 
play fields, or chanel, going on with 
life substantially as she was going on 
with it before. 

To the ancient Hebrews, a leprous 
person Was unclean; the ancient Egyn- 
tians called leprosy the “death before 
death." What discoveries of modern 
science have taken the sting from this 
living death? How was the case of Ma 
Eh Tin arrested? 


(To be concluded in next month issue) 


STAR TO FORMER EMPLYEXS NOW IN ARMED 
SERVICES 
: ' We are endeavoring to send TH! STAR 
to all of the Personnel leaving the 
station to join the ared forces with 
our compliments. The only way Wwe can 
do this is to keep our ecyes and ears 
open for changes of address. If you 
are receiving TH+ STAR and change ad- 
dress and do not notify us the paver 
goes to the dead letter office. It can 
not be forwarded. 
If any patient, or member of the per- 


sonnel, has the new address of one of 
these fellows and will send it in we 
will be happy to send THE STaR on its 
way. 


NOTE FROM A FIGHTER 

Here is an excerpt from a letter re- 
ceived by THE STAR from one of our 
friends fighting “Somewhere in the Pac- 
ific": 

"We had just finished wallovping the 
enemy good and proper in one place - 
when I received your letter. 

"Your encouraging remarks wore goed 
for my sagging spirit ‘and morale. Scc-. 
how such @ smell item as 4 letter can 
do great things in the-war ofSort? Now 
I am fighting for mere friends another 
worthy institution such as are reared 
under a democracy." 


Army from various 
those visiting this 
February. 


U.S. aRMY MEDICOS HEFE 
Medical Officurs of the United States. 
camps were among 

hospital during 


From THE ARMY AIR BASE IN NEW ORLEANS 


came: Lt. D.G.Stannus,M.C.; Maj.P.F.Cum 
mings, M.c.; lst Lt.J.J.yonigon, M. C.; 
Maj.R.Fastman, 
lst Lt. W.H. Stroup; Capt. 
Woodman; lst Lt. Stuart a. Safdi; 


M.C.; lst. Lt. D.B.Brow, 
C. B. 

1st 
Lt. H. C. Hunt; Capt. Max G.aAugpr; Gept. 
M.C.F.J. Ireland; Capt. K. R. Howard; 
Lt. Bleuhe; Capt. Bernard Abess; 
let Lt. H.H. Englender; Capt. Charles M. 
Marfur; Ur. Clendy G. Sadler. 

Visitors from La Garde General Hos- 
pital, New Orleans included: Capt. Rob- 
ert Stolar, Capt. Irving Lubow; Major 
H.R. Miller; Lt. W. Tighe; Lt. J.Hovsly; 
Lt. . Newell; Lt. J. Berucci; Lt. Col. 
S. Folilstrong; Msj. Paul Headland; Maj. 
Richard Martin; Maj. li. F. BDefis; Maj. 
B. Neimin; Capt. J. Brady; Capt. P. 
Bianco; Capt. N. Falk; Cupt. Callagh:n; 
Mej. &.L. Means and Lt. Norman Yaskel. 


Jedical Educetors (continued) 
Angus. M. Friffin, Ph. ).,Georgo Washing- 
ton University of Washington D.C.; Dr. 
Albert H. Meici, Northwestern Univer- 
sity, Chicago; Dr. Jaeob Furth, Cornell 
University, New York; Dr.Robcrt M.Shaw, 
University of Alberta,Pdmonton, Canada; 
Anne D. Julaney, Ph. D.; University ‘of 
Tennessee, Memphis; Dr. ‘Wn. Kaufmenn, 
albany Medical College, Albany,New Yoru, 
Dr.Richard C.Porter,University of Buf- 
fato; James Fred Denton Jr.,PH.D., Unt- 
versity of Georgia,sugusta; Millard fF. 
Gunderson,?h.D.,University of Nebraska, 
Omahe; Dr. J. F. Muellur,University of 
Syrucuse,New York; Dr.k.W. Warren, Gret- 
na,La.; Dr. G.W.McCoy,Lx. State Univur- 
sity of New Orleans; Dr. I.S. Kahn, Sen 
Antonio, Texas and Dr. L. Warren, Greine, 
Touisicna. 


SUGGESTED 


WAR SLOGsaNS: 


WILLING WOMEN 
FORGETFU 
FOR FREEDOM. 


WORKERS WIN WARS 

YiSS AND FEAR ARE BAD FOOD 
Eugene Aucoin, 
Infirmery 


STAR 


MESSAGE FROM THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 


For almost a year now, we have been 
carrying on a very interesting corres- 
pondence with the patients in the 
Leprosarium at Christiansted,St.Croix, 
Virgin Islands. They are to be com- 
mended for their ingenuity in devising 
an orchestra,making costumes and plan- 
ning entertainments. 

The following description of the Mas- 
querade ball held on the President's 
birthday is taken from a recent letter 
from Charles h. Herbert. 


Hello, hello, Charlie's Calling: 


Today I am going to take you to the 
President's Ball. First you'll have to 
put on your overcoat,and your rubbers. 
Do you think it is snowing? Oh, no,it 
is raining, but it looks as if it will 
be a fair day later. 


Look! here they come. See that fel- 


low with the Victrola Horn? Listen, he 
is singing through it! That's Lawrence 


Goodmann. He is vocalist for the Colony 


Orchestra, known as the Goodmann's Or- 
chestra. Six patients comprise this 


orchestra. The instruments are the Vic- 


trola horn, Ukulele, pipe, triangle, a 
pan, and a squash. The last named in- 
etrument is made froma piece of tin, 
formed round, punched through with 
holes all over, then while playing it 
is being scrapped up and down witha 
hat pin. 

Good, let us follow on. There's a 
crowd already! That place where you 
see the crowd is our stadium. The part 
for the visitors is very. small. The 
small house made of shingles was once 
our Piano house, notice the little 
stage, years ago many famous actors 
from the United States acted on it.The 
large part to the North belongs to the 
patients. Here we have our perform- 
ances. 

Turn your head to the south, here 
come the dancers. Oh, my, just hear 
Goodmann and his boys? The c&pwd has 


gone Heywild. See that fut lady! She's 


the queen, the tall soldierly fellow 
with all those stripes, and diamonds, 
hearts,clubs and spades on his costume 
is the king. That king, oh, how he is 
enjoying himself! Did you notice on 
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SPRING 


Today is one of those balmy, pre-sea- 
sonal days, causing one to look close- 
ly for signs of approaching Spring. 

The graceful weeping willow trees 
are putting on the most delicate of 
green foliage. The birds in their al- 
luring plumage are twittering about 
their work of carrying twigs for their 
newly built nests. A gorgeous,colorful ~ 
camellia in full bud boldly bids your 
attention, the Easter lilies are pute 
ting up new shoots and the modest vio- 
let shyly displays its blooms, The 
soft green clover, ankle deep, is in 
flower. 

The sweet smell of freshly turned 
soil assails your nostrils, the sound 
of spade and hoe contacting gravel and 
earth gre-ts your ears. 

Windows thrown open, curtains flut- 
tering on clothes lines, porch chairs 
occupied by folks basking in the 
friendly rays of sunshine all add up 
to an early spring in Carville, 

The earth, here in the deep South, is 
waking up after its short winter nap 
to the renewed glory of growth. 


AePe 


Virgin Islands (continued) 

the left breast of the King there's a 
V sign? On his back that black skull 
and those two crossed bones, certainly 
that is the emblem of death. He is 
gambline with death. Beryl made the 
costumes. Who is the king? Armour and 
no one else. All the - dancers.- use 
their masks. Who is the tall fsllow 
with so many patches and the queer 
looking black cat on his pants?You are 
wrong, that is Mildred not a fellow at 
all. Did you notice the dsincer with 
the ladies' felt hat, pink earrings 
end bandana hankerchief.That is Anton, 
not 2 lady. 

Notice the many visitors,there comes 
another taxi load. a day! Let us 
fellow the crowd. Hear that song:WOOP- 
SINGS WOOPSING! That is the theme song 
the ball is over. Are you tired, I do 
hepe not. 


When hgne is taken away from a pco - 
ple moral degeneration swiftly follows 
after. Pearl Buck 
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RsPRINTS AND REVIEWS FROM CURRiNT 
PERIODICALS 


THE 


Further information concerning the 
destruction of the Canadian Leprosarium 
by fire comes from the Simcoe Reformer 
of Ontario, stating that the Leprosar- 
ium was part of the proverty of the 
Religious Hospitalers of St. John,loca- 
ted at Tracadid, N.B. There were only 
eight patients in the Leprosariunm. 


From the Madison, Wisconsin, Journal 
(February 6,1943) we learn that a sol- 
dier is confined to the Camp McCoy 
post hospital suffering with leprosy. 
The newspaper gives the name of the 
soldier, his home address, and states 
that he head been in the service for 13 
months before he was diagnosed by army 
doctors. Army officials give this in- 
formation for publication to the news- 
papers. This devartment is at a.loss 
to understand what could be gained by 

Excerpt from address made by Dr. Yerry 
Burgess to the social Workers Club of 
Youngstown, Ohio on October 14,1942. 


"At Culion, the largest colony in the 
world, there are several hundred well 
workers,living on this small and isola- 
ted island. Many have been in daily as 
sociation with the inmates. In spite 
of this fact, only one case of leprosy 
has developed among them. This case was 
a young Filipino who worked in the ad- 
ministration office. Later it was 
learned that some of the members of the 
family had the disease and the belief 
is that he did not contract it in Cu- 
lion but brought it with him from the 
outside." 
Dr. Burgess says there is no logical 
reason for the fear of leprosy since 
the point of infection to the disease 
is so low that an average individual 
could not infect himself even with the 
closest association with 2 victim. 
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DR. K«LLERSBLRGER ON SPEAKING TOUR 


Dr. Fugene R. Kellersberger, general 
secretary of the American Mission to 
Lepers, is now on a tour of the nation, 
addressing 40 medical schools,churches, 
schools, doctor's organizations and 
nursing groups on leprosy. 

The Minneapolis Tribune (Feb.14,1943) 
reports thet Dr.Kel:ersberger address- 
ed 20 meetings in that city, including 
senior medical students at the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota,in which he denounc- 
ed the “ignorance” and "misconceptions" 
people have apout leprosy. 

"End of the war will bring the return 
of American soldiers from tropical 
countries where some of them will heve 


picked up native diseases, including 
leprosy. 
"Victims of leprosy should receive 


the same consideration from the public 
persons infected with tuberculosis do. 
The disease is not contagious unless 

there is intimate contact under unsan- 
itary eqnditions. The way he ana other 
missionaries working among victims a - 
void catching the disease is to ‘use 

plenty of soap', 

"There is no real medical cure 
the disease, yet paradoxically 
curing it every day. 

tReeently he was called to Washing- 
ton and questioned by the army and 
navy msdica] intelligence services on 
his methods of control. He wrote a 
field directive on the diseass to be 
used by the army." 

Dr. Sellersberger is sx.ceted in Car- 
ville somstime in April. 


for 
we are 


DID YOU KNOW: 


Theat Alexander Graham Bell patented 
the teleoshone on March 7,1876? Al- 
though the United States government 
purchased this institution from the 
State of Louisiana in 1921, it wes no 
until 1936, 15 years later,that 4 tel- 
ephone for tha use of th: paticnts was 
installed. Next to trip home, and for 
those who are unable to make those 
trips, this modern conveniences, dented 
us for so many years, has been one of 
our greatest blessings. 
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VALINTINE DANCE. 

On the evening of Saturday, Fcbruary 
13, we had quite a gay dance ‘in our 
Eéllroom. Each guest was met at the 
door, presentcd with small heart 
bearing a number, then cscorted to a 
tablo on which a Valentine had been 
placed. Your first impression as you 
gazed ct the daneers wis of the array 
of colors in the party dresses of the 
girls. Hilda was very becomingly «te 
tired in pink net, Aline in bl:.ck Vole 
vet, Elviga in peach taffeta with tiny 
blue flowcors around the squire neck, 
wore a merron brocadc with 2 long 
basquc waist and full skirt, Angelica 
was in blue taffeta, Dot in black satin 
trimmed in American beauty and blu, 
Lupe in Old Rose and Nina in blue t:f- 
fota. 


Perry's Swincepaters played. livery 
thirty minutes Kay drew a numbcr frem 
a box and someone holding thet number 


on the small heart was given a gift. 

During the evening 2 Valentine Wnltz 
dccided the identity of the sweethvarts 
of thc evening. The couple winning 
this honor ws Leuise Ann and Pete, who 
danecd thc rest of the. waltz together 
while othcr couples applaudc?. 

SURPRIS. PARTY 

Al was *. surprised fcllew when he ac- 
compmnicd his sistcr-in-law, visiting 
him on February 15 to the ballroom to 
look for her lost compact. His eyes 
behcld only eindle light on a huge 
birthday cake. The “Happy Birthday” 
shouts of his friends brought him the 


March 1945 


realizetion that he hai been tricked 
into the b:llroom, but whet a nice 
trick. T.blcts wore arranged together 
in the form of a large T «nd supper 
wes scrved, followed by Tuncing. Dot 
and #1's sister-in-law wore co-host- 
USS8CS, 


The Spring and Sumer Mzil Order 
Wish books hive arrived in Carville, 
Everyone is puzzling just whet is the i 


best buy in shoes for their 17 coupon. 

Materials are being selectcd for the 
hnvecessary sumer dresses, In this hot 
climate it takes many to keep fresh snd 
cool. 

The girls of House 19 Were more thon a 
bit worried how they would mange to mee 
up those dresses on sewing mnchinc so 
eneient and temperamental thet its emact 
age is lost in amtiquity. Out of the blue 
cones goud old Santat@laus carrying a 
brend new “sccond=-h nd" one and if it 
SewS &3 21s it looks our troubles 
are over. 


MARDI DANCE 


Toots Johnson, “nd his colored band of 
Baten Rouge g-vc out with music both 
swect «nd hot on thecvening of March 9. 
The ballroom was attractively decorated 
with streamvrs in the Carnival colors, 

This pre-lenten festivity was enjoyed 
by @ large number of the p-tichts in- 
cluding our pnaticnt orchestra who had 


an opportunity to dance, 
Aftcr tho strenmfbuscfforts of the Rod 

Cross Carnivel on March 7 we needed some . 
recreation to balance the scales. . 
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Anything can happen in Carville and 
eften does. Not long ago a new patient 
askcd the whereabouts af. the birbershop 
One of the local wags directed him to 
the dentist's office. The puticnt sevt- 
ticd himself in the dentist's chuir 
and when Dr. P., thinking he was there 
for th routine désntal examination giv- 
en 811 now patients, said, “Open your 
mouth", the patient protested, "I did 
not come here to have my mouth worked 
on but my head." 

4 patient, incidentally one of our 
staff members, had a toothache. He 
stayed up all night with it,the pains, 
he said, were “scxquisitely, excruciat- 
ingly agonizing" and bright and carly 
the next morning he was at the den- 
tist's office seeking relicf only to 
be told by the attendant that the doc- 
tor could not see nim until the next 
day beczuse he was too busy taking an 
impression of another paticnt's foot! 

Elliott is certainly "strutting iis 
stuff" these days. Good old Sulfsathia- 
zol! He feels so perky he is tulking 
about joining the Army Air Corps.Thkoss 
who know £lliott--and who doesn't?---- 
edmire Lis never-suy-dic soirit. 

Ledy Luck perch:d on Dr. Bernardo's 
stoulder at the Red Cross Carnival for 
Le won two big cakes and = box of ecnn- 
dy.Well, as ons lndy remarked, the Doc 
could trsit his "tummy «che". 

While the concessions were being made 
reidy for the Carnival one of the boys 
remarked that the "grab-bag" did not 
look liks much and probibly would not 
zoe "I think it will} said another 
worker standing nearby, “you see, no 
one knows what's in it; that is,” he 
added, "no one but Angelica." She 
had opened each bag and locked into 
its contents.Curiosity may hive kill.d 
the cat by Angelic: seems to thrive on 
it. 


Ole Ow ar YN 


We're accustomed to checks 


and lips, but when Eulo displayed a 
painted nose one day we wanted 25 cx 
olenetion. Here it 

Teddy, busy painting the railings 
along the walks, inquirec if she want 
éd her nose painted. "Sure",said Eula 
turning it up for convenience and he 
"doed it". Was she burning! 

We have always had quite 2 fcw 
stable gardens in Carville, but this 
year the entire male populsation,rein- 
forzei by some farmerettes, scems to 
be employed ag one body to dig, weed, 


fertilize and plant everything 200d to 
eat. Some of the gardens are no larger 
than the one in your back yard and 
some are as large as that one on the 
vacant lot next door to you house. 

A large variety of vegetables will 
grow here but we were surprised,:ot 
long ago, to see celery doing well in 
one garden and were told that another 
is producing rhuborb. 

Sams ration books it is Victory Gair- 
dens or no home cookeca supsers. 


The sizn on the mirror behind the 
fountain in the Canteen months .go 
woula scurecly BUT 


it is the most populcr sign 

It resds "BeST COFFSE IN TON". Those 
of you who con't believe in-.signs 
plezse note, it is not only the BEST 
coffee in tovm but the ONLY coffee in 
towne 


rouni now. 


Wefre wondering what Tommie's secret 
is----we mean Sweet Peas in bloom with 


all the freezes. Do you steam heat your 
garden? 


\ 
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Catholic Chapel 
Order of Divine Services 
Father Abbot Paul, Resident Chaplain 


Sundays: 6 A.M. Communion Mass with 
Short homily 
8:30 A.M. High Mass with 
short sermon 

Regular afternoon services: 

Sundays and Tuesdays at 2:20 P.M. 
Lenten Services 

March 10-Ash Wednesday, Blessing and 
distribution of Ashes at 6A.M. 
and 2:30 P.M, 


Way of the Cross-Every Friday at 2:20P.M 


Protestant Chapel 
_. Schedule of Services 
Rev.Clifton E.Rash, Resident Chaplain 


Sundays--9:45 A.M. Worship service with 
sermon 

Wednesday--6:30 P.M.Prayer Meeting with 
Bible Study 

First Sunday of the month-9:45 A.M.The 

Holy Communion wi th Communion iiessage. 


Protestant Chapel Notes 


_ On Sunday,February 21 Rev. Philip 
derlein, Arector of St. James'Episcopal 
Church %f Baton Rouge was here and 
had a Communion service. 

Reve and Mrs. Wayne Rash and Rev. and 
Mrs. Glenn Hutton. of Baton Rouge held 
a special Sunday afternoun service in 
the Chapel 2n February 28. 

Rev. Butler and the Baptist Choir of 
Gonzalez were at the Chapel on Sunday 
March 14 for a program of religicus 
SOngSe 

A’notable visitor March 4 was the 
Rev. J.V.N.Talmage of Kwangu,Korea.The 
Chaplein showed him 2ver the hospital 
and Colony. Rev. Talmage was impris>n- 
ed by the Japanese and came home on 
the famous ship "Gripsholm", 

As his time here was limited no pub- 
lic meeting could be arranged. 

‘ A mt service will be held on the 
ourth Sunday of Marck > Christia 
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THE OBSERVANCE OF ST.PATRICK'S DAY 


The seventeenth cf March is observed 
not only in honor and memory of St.Pat- 
rick; it is a patriotic day for the 
Irish of birth or descent to get to- 
gether to hear of Ireland and to renew 
their love for this land which, though 
they have never beheld it, is dear to 
their faithful hearts. 

In Ireland this day of the patron 
Saint is the great popular holiday.The 
shamrock is worn not only as the na- 
tional flower of the island, but also 
in commemoration of the fact that when 
preaching the doctrine of the Trinity, 
in the early deys of his work as bish- 
op in Ireland, St. Patrick made use of 
the shamrock with its three leaves 
joined upon one stem, to teach the 
great mystery of the Three in One. 

The soft glow of Ireland's green 
freshened by the mists of the sca,long 
ago gave it the name of tho Emerald 
Isle. Green is said to havc been Ste 
Patrick's color, and because of this 
and because of its approvriateness,the 
Irisk have long made it their nation- 
al color, to bc worn especially, "though 


t 


far from home", upon the seventeenth 
of March. 
Long centuries ago the Irish were 


famed for their music and for the 
haunting melody of the wild Irish airs 
played upon the Irish harp.Many of the 
present-day Irish songs are written to 
the carly tunes. 


"T have learned to appreciate the 
infinite variety and capacity of hu- 
man beings. I have learned,too, the 
importance of integrity. Without in- 
tesrity and the self-discipline which 
produces it, there can be none of the 
inner peace which brings ¢tourage and 
faith and the strength to go on 


when 21] around seems to be chaos.” 
Madame Chiang-kai-shek 


he 
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FESSONNE L 
PEESONALS 


By Mary E. Browne 


Did anyone mention anything about 
VICTORY GARDENS? All of our personnel 
could tell a lot about them (varticu- 
larly the man of the house), for VIC- 
TORY GARDENS are showing up at the 
rear or side of all personnel quarters. 
Since it has been decreed that the VIC- 
TORY GARDEN must be taken care of by 
the parties themselves, this keeps the 
man of the house pretty busy--and rath 
er interferes with some of the golf 
games. 

Dr. k.C.Pogge, and his mother, Mrs.R. 
C.Poggc, entertained the Officers" Sup- 
per Club on the evening of the first 
Tucsday of the month. In addition to 
members, gucsts included Mrs. AlLox 
Haasc, and the Poggsts house guest,Mr. 
Schwimmer of Chicago. 

Call it beginner's luck, or what you 
will - here's a story to make the old 
timers grecn-cyed: Austin Barbey went 
out on the personnel golf course for 
second try at playing golf - his ball 
lay about 100 yards from the hole, and 
Mr.Earbuy, a “erecn" golfcr, and with- 
out knowing just what club he should 
use, grabbed up « nutter--and sank the 
ball. 

All the ladics on the station were 
invited to « luncheon-bridge varty at 
ths home of Mrs. Ralvh P.Sharp recent- 
ly. Among those who came for lunch but 
jid not stay for bridge were: Mrs. Jo- 
hensen,Sr., Mrs. George Malurchcr,lirs. 
Hudson end Mrs. Clara Gilmore.The 
5thor gucsts remnined for Bridge and 
firs. Faget won first prizc,Mrs.Prejcan 
yon second ond Mrs. austin 
eut the consolation prizc. 

Guests at the Kealvh Sharp quarters 
rcesntly were Miss Jcannstt Sharp and 
filmer Halek of San Antonio, Texas. 

The ladics' Friday afternoon Eridge 

Club met twice during the month with 


Mrs. E.D. Stanley and Mrs,Russell Tice 
as hostesses, 

Friends wWeleomod back Mr. and Mrs, 
Johansun, who wore visitors at the 
quarters of Dr. and Mrs. F.a.Johansen, 
and who were on route to California 
Where they will m:ke their home in the 
future. The good wishes of thoir many 
fricnds follew them in ths new home 
surroundings. 

Mrs. os. Francis Dinan, end Mrs. 
Alcx Hasse were co-hostesses for tho 
Srd Thursday Evening Bridgs Club, which 
meets in the Recreation Room cach 
month. A dessert course was sorved and 
bridge was cnjoycd. Prizes were awnard- 
to Dr. Poggc,Miss Browne, Dr.Faget, 
Mrs. Haase and Mrs. Babin. 

fiss Shirley Loescher of Chicago was 
a guest on the station during the mon- 
th, 


Cie 


Mr. and Mrs. Sidney amadec and son 
and Miss Helen Babin, were guests on 
the station during the month at the 
Clyde Babin quarters. 

Dr. Linen has an “ace-in-the-hole™- 
for he has purchased. a horse, which at 
the present time, provides his newest 
interest, and a wonderful pastime, 

Interest in golf continues among the 
 ersonnel - with the beautiful spring 
days providing added impetus to that 
urge to be outdoors - the golf course 
is in fine condition, and being further 
beautified by the uddition of bordcr- 
ing shrubs and trees. 

Since there are so many «air-spotters 
(and "has-been" cir-spotters) on the 
station - the personnel is very air- 
minded, and much interest and curiosi- 
ty displayed if a plane flics over the 
station. 
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A SERGEANT'S PRAYER 


A poem which seems certain of count- 
less reprintings, of a place in all 
subsequent anthologies of wer poetry, 
reached the U.S. last week from the 
Near bast. Its author: Sergeant Hugh 
Brodie of the Royal Australian Air 
Force, onctime Melbourne University 
student, now "missing in action". 

Wrote he: 


Almighty and all present Power, 
Short is the prayer I make to Thee, ) 
I do not ask in bettle hour 
For any shield to cover me. 


The vast unaltcrable way, 

Frem which the stars do not depert 
May not be turned aside to stay 
The bullet flying to my heart. 


I ask no help tec strike my foe, 
I seek no petty victcry here, 
The enemy I hate, I know 

To Thee is also dear. 


But this I pray, be at my side 

When death is drawing through the sky. 

Almighty Gd who also died 

Teach me the way thnt I should die. 
---TINE. 
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